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1. Project Narrative 
 

 

a. Project Background: 

 

In 2013 the rape and disembowelment of a teenager Anene Booysen in her home town,1  and the 

gang rape homicide of Sister Gertrud Tiefenbacher2 at a missionary in South Africa in 2015 are 

some of the tragic and horrific news pieces to reach local and international attention on the endemic 

sexual violence in the country. Public outrage over the past few years has sparked law reform, 

parliamentary debates, marches and campaigns. It has also led to a range of policy interventions 

intended to reduce the number of people who fall victim to these crimes.  However, South Africa is 

yet to resolve this urgent matter.  

According to the Institute for Security Studies there are different forms and ranges from unwanted 

sexual comments to rape and murder. South Africa’s legislation is immense with 59 different sexual 

offences referenced in the Sexual offences and Related Matters amendment act of 2007 (SOA), as 

well as those provisions of the Sexual offences act of 1957 that have not been repealed yet. Still, 

not all forms of sexual violence are defined as crimes in South Africa. Much sexual harassment, for 

example, falls within the ambit of behaviour treated as misconduct and is dealt with in terms of 

labour law and institutions’ disciplinary codes. This location of sexual violence within different 

laws means that it is difficult to get a comprehensive overview of the nature and extent of reported 

sexual victimization in South Africa. Police crime statistics released in September 2012 state that 

in 2011/2012 there were a total of 64 514 sexual offences were reported countrywide for that period. 

3 But the difficulty with using statistics released by the by the South African Police Services (SAPS) 

is that many incidents of rape go unreported. The Medical Research Council has estimated that only 

one in nine rapes are reported to the police.4 At the same time, although the SAPS provides figures 

for some sexual offences once a year, educational institutions and workplaces are not compelled to 

report on their disciplinary proceedings. As a result, some cases of sexual victimization will be 

hidden and little research has been undertaken to explore these gaps, despite other activities speared 

to address sexual violence.5 Nevertheless, using SAPS as a guideline the recent statistical evidence 

available from SAPS indicates that while figures climbed rapidly in the late 1990s and early 2000s, 

they have largely plateaued over the last few years, neither increasing nor decreasing in significant 

ways.6  

When sexual violence is reported though, police data not only under-reports the extent of sexual 

violence but also provides no information about the context in which particular rapes take place. 

One piece of information that is never provided, for instance, is the relationship between the 

perpetrator and victim.7 Moreover, while the police have begun distinguishing between adult and 
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child victims, this information is not further broken down into discrete age categories. This means 

that when individual cases involving the rape of very young children or older women hit the 

headlines, we have no idea how frequent such incidents are, or whether they are on the decrease or 

increase. 8  The deliberate and selective rape  of lesbians and other gender non-conforming 

women is another phenomenon that has attracted a good deal of public attention but little research 
9and even though an entire chapter of the SOA is devoted to criminalising sexual offences against 

people with intellectual disabilities, there is also no information available from the police on how 

many of these crimes are being reported. To mention other groups, who receive little attention, men 

and sex workers are similarly neglected. 

Having mapped out a few striking elements of the macro picture of sexual violence in South Africa, 

these issues are not unnoticed by the international human rights regime. In the United Nations May 

2012 Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of South Africa the calls of numerous countries for South 

Africa to deal with sexual violence permeated the United Nations Human Rights Council 

(UNHRC). South Africa in turn has attempted to stand up to sexual violence but the scourge is vast 

and interplays with many root causes.10 The address of sexual violence therefore requires dynamic 

and multi-sectoral tools and programmes to empower ordinary South Africans with knowledge to 

make a difference in their communities.  Ms Tamara Naidoo, OSF Alumni, together with the United 

Nations Association of South Africa (UNA-SA) as a result propose My UPR to empower South 

African youth, a most critical stakeholder, to engage on the topic of sexual violence. Following 

Naidoo’s two week OSF Human Right Training and earlier sessions by the World Federation of the 

United Nations Association to sharpen her skills on engagement with the UPR, Naidoo argues 

unlike other UN mechanisms the UPR through the range of human rights it addresses is a 

multifaceted soft advocacy tool that can assist South Africa in this quest. Firstly, in preparation of 

South Africa’s third cycle of reviews in 2017 the UPR is an opportunity to consolidate information 

and actor networks in South Africa towards a single submission. Secondly, the activity to 

consolidate information and actor networks is an opportunity to present common recommendations 

for the South African government towards greater cohesion amongst South Africans. Thirdly, until 

2035 the consensus is that South Africa’s youth population will remain over 30% which makes it a 

considerable stakeholder. UNA-SA is a youth led organization promoting the goals of the United 

Nations with student leadership in 5 provinces and a host of academic institutions within them. A 

collaboration with UNASA provides a unique opportunity to empower youth to address local 

concerns on sexual violence through national and international advocacy of the UPR. 
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b. Project Goal and Objectives: 

 

The direct beneficiary’s targeted by the UPR workshops are the youth chapters of UNASA at 

schools, FET colleges and universities across South Africa. Secondary beneficiaries include 

the civil society organizations and public institutions working on issues of sexual violence in 

their communities for whom each chapter will host a UPR Consultation Session. The tertiary 

beneficiaries are the victim and reformed perpetrator voices heard through the outcome 

documents in addition, to the audience of the UPR.  

 
Goal: To empower South Africa youth to take a stance against sexual violence and maintain a 

leading role in upholding human rights through the reporting process and international 

standards of the United Nations Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review. 

 
Specific Objectives:  

 

Part1: Programme Co-ordinator (Tamara Naidoo) will host workshops for the Tertiary 

Education UNASA chapters in South Africa on reporting mechanisms to the UPR. By the end 

of the workshop the participants should be able to: 

 
1. Understanding the role of international civil society in human rights advocacy;  

2. Explain how the UPR functions and the consequences of the conclusions reached by the 

body; 

3. Be aware of internationally recognized project planning practices; 

4. Demonstrate the use of internationally recognized project planning practices through the 

facilitation of a UPR consultation directed towards civil society organisations and public 

institutions involved in in issues of sexual violence; 

5. Provide guidance to individual and organizations wishing to report to the UPR submission 

6. Correlate research of their specific locations to greater trends on the dynamics of sexual 

violence as felt by affected communities 

 

Part 2: UNASA to put forward a submission on sexual violence to the UPR process for which 

the following indicators are noted: 

1. The My UPR Programme coordinator  shall collect, correlate information, recommendations, 

and into a national overview of the situation; 

2. The My UPR Programme coordinator  to advise national institutional partners requiring 

consultation including but not limited to the Department of Justice, South African Police 

Services, South African Human Right Commission and other key stakeholders on the issues of 

sexual violence; 

3. The My UPR Programme coordinator shall provide technical assistance to UNASA in 

support of correctly submitting the findings for the 2017 UPR process; 

 

Part 3: The My UPR Programme coordinator  to assist with the arrangement of a stakeholder 

briefing in the National Capital on the reporting process and outcome for which the following 

will be done: 

1. The My UPR Programme coordinator  to head the logistical arrangements of the briefing 

2. The My UPR Programme coordinator  to arrange the various stakeholders participation 

3. The My UPR Programme coordinator  to finalise and present the evaluation of the project 

outcomes and outputs 

 

 



 

 

2. Project Logframe 
 

 

Project Description Objectively 

Verifiable Indicators 

Means of 

Verification 

Assumptions 

Overall Goal: 
To empower South 

Africa youth to take 

a stance against 

sexual violence and 

maintain a leading 

role in upholding 

human rights in the 

UPR. 

Equipping 11 

university chapters 

with adequate 

knowledge on the 

UPR and project 

management in order 

to host a UPR 

consultation session at 

their university. 

The UPR Submission. The relevance of the 

content to address sexual 

violence. 

Specific Objective: 

The students will be 
trained by Tamara 
Naidoo in the UPR 
Workshops.  

The workshop. The attendance 
register. The test 

results and written 
exercise on project 
management. 
Photographs. 
Evaluation forms.  

The students are not 

aware of the UPR 

and project 

management. The 

students will make 

time to attend the 

workshop. 

Expected results: 

The university 

chapters will display 

greater knowledge on 

sexual violence, the 

UPR and project 

management. 

The university 

chapters will host a 

UPR consultation with 

the aim of creating a 

submission. 

Attendance register. A 

report with photos on 

the consultation.  

There is sufficient 

capacity to arrange a 

consultation session. 

Availability of 

stakeholders. Time 

between exams.  

Activities: The 

preparation for a 6 

hour workshop with a 

number of activities to 

ground knowledge on 

sexual violence, the 

UPR and project 

planning. 

 

A UPR consultation 

with local 

stakeholders. 

 

A stakeholder briefing 

in Pretoria. 

 

The consolidation of 

information and actor 

networks into a 

submission. 

 

 

 

  

 

A  

 
 

 Access to finance 

 


