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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Child Marriage is a harmful practice which severely affects the rights of a child and further 
deprives the child from attaining other aspirations like their education. 
 
Every year, about 14 million adolescent and teen girls are married, almost always forced 
into the arrangement by their parents. In 2012 UNICEF estimated that globally, almost 
400 million women aged 20-49 (or 41% of the total population of women of this age) were 
married or entered into union while they were children (i.e. before turning 18). It further 
noted that, although the proportion of child brides has generally decreased over the last 
30 years, in some regions child marriage remains common, even among the youngest 
generations, particularly in rural areas and among the poorest. Among young women 
worldwide aged 20-24, around 1 is 3 (or 70 million) were married as children, and around 
1 in 9 (or 23 million) entered into marriage or union before they reached 15 years of age.  
If the present trends continue, by 2030, the number of child brides marrying each year 
would have grown more than 14% annually from 14.2 in 2010 to 15.1 million. Countries 
with the highest rates of child marriage are in Africa. Of the 41 countries world-wide with 
30% or more, prevalence rate, 30 are from Africa. 
 
The AU Campaign to End Child Marriage in Africa  aims to accelerate the movement to 
end Child Marriage by: (i) supporting policy action in the protection and promotion of 
human rights, especially with a view to addressing violence against girls and women and 
promoting gender equitable social norms (ii) mobilizing continental awareness of and 
engagement to end Child Marriage, (iii) removing barriers and bottlenecks to law 
enforcement, (v) increasing the capacity of non-state actors to undertake evidence based 
policy advocacy including increasing the role of youth leadership through new media 
technology, monitoring and evaluation among others.  
 
The Campaign is expected to enhance  the implementation of  related AU policy and legal 
instruments,  such as; The African Youth Charter as a direct investment in young people 
which is the epicenter of the AU Second Decade on Education (2006-2015); African 
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (1999), African Union Social Policy 
Framework (2009); the African Governance Infrastructure; the AU Continental Policy 
Framework on Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights and the Maputo Plan of Action for 
its implementation; AU Campaign on Accelerated Reduction of Maternal, Newborn and 
Child Mortality in Africa (CARMMA); the Charter for African Cultural Renaissance; the 
African Women's Decade and the Maputo Protocol on the Rights of Women in Africa; AU 
Human Rights Architecture, and more recently the 5th Strategic Priority of AU’s Strategic 
Plan 2014 –2017 as well as AU’s Agenda 2063. 
 
In order to be able to assess the impact of the campaign in Member States, a Monitoring 
and Evaluation Framework was developed with the following key objectives:  
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i. To serve as a system for Monitoring and Evaluating the AU Campaign to End 
Child Marriage with a focus on outputs of the Campaign and shorter term 
outcomes;  

ii. To share evidence of successes across the continent of concrete Child 
Marriage prevention interventions and generate evidence to support future 
programming and national orientations; 

iii. To continue to monitor efforts across the continent to accelerate the end of child 
marriage, especially with a focus on longer term outcomes and impact; and  

iv. To Support CECM Special Rapporteur in her role to seek and receive 
information on the progress in eradicating child marriages from State Parties, 
individuals, national and international organizations and institutions as well as 
other relevant bodies.  

 
2. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE REVIEW 

 
The Commission of the African Union sets out to determine the status of child marriage 
on the continent and evaluate the AU Campaign to End Child Marriage in Africa.  

 
2.1 OBJECTIVES OF THE CONSULTANCY 

 
Specifically, the consultancy will: 

a) Assess the current status of child marriage in Africa using data submitted to the 
AU by Member States and other existing sources of data;  

b) Assess progress in the implementation of the AU Campaign to End Child Marriage 
in Africa based upon quantitative data and qualitative feedback from governmental 
and non-governmental stakeholders; and 

c) Make recommendations to ensure the campaign meets its intended objectives. 
 

2.2 TASKS AND RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CONSULTANT 
The Tasks and responsibility of the consultant will include  

 Follow up focal persons from the AU Member States to ensure that data is 
submitted to the AUC timely; 

 Verify all data submitted by Member States; 

 Prepare key informant interview guide and conduct key informant interviews with 
CECM non-governmental partners; 

 Analyze data and prepare a report on the status of Child Marriage on the continent 
and progress in the implementation of the CECM; 

 Develop country profiles (as an annex to the main report) that address key 
indicators for monitoring progress towards ending child marriage as detailed in the 
1st 10 years Implementation Plan of the AU Agenda 2063; and 

 Develop an accompanying fact sheet on child marriage focusing on the aggregated 
statistics of trends in the last decade for each of the 5 regions of the African Union. 
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2.3 APPROACH 
The consultant is expected to work directly with the AUC- DSA/DEA “End Child Marriage 
team”, Member States focal persons and partners as may be determined by the AUC for 
any technical and operational support required during the consultancy.   
3. KEY DELIVERABLES 
 
The following deliverables will be expected from the consultant:  
 
1. Inception report detailing the methodology to be employed in the consultancy, 

including a detailed activity plan and timelines, data quality assurance plan and 
budget;  

2. Draft assessment report, including Country Profiles for comments by AUC DSA/DEA 
and other relevant partners; 

3. Final assessment report to be delivered in hard bound copies and a soft copy in MS 
Word; 

4. A Fact Sheet on child marriage focusing on the 5 regions of the African Union; 
5. A PowerPoint presentation of the final report to be presented during relevant meetings 

of the African Union;  
6. A complete dataset in SPSS/STATA or any relevant data analysis program including 

code book; and 
7. Original transcribed qualitative data from key informant interviews. 

 
Payment will be made to the consultant in two installments. The first upon completion of 
deliverables 1 and 2; the second upon completion of deliverables 3-7.  

 

4. TIMEFRAME AND CONSULTANCY MANAGEMENT 
 
The consultant must be ready to start work immediately upon appointment. The maximum 
number of days allowable for the consultancy work shall not exceed 60 working days. The 
expected start date of this consultancy is 15 August, 2016. A draft of the report will need 
to be completed by 10 October 2016 for presentation at an Evaluation Meeting for the 
Campaign. Operational issues related to this consultancy will be jointly managed by AUC 
and UNICEF. For the period of the consultancy, the consultant will working from home 
and will also require to work for some days (as may be determined from time to time) from 
the African Union Commission Headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and attend 
meetings elsewhere as deemed necessary. The cost of such trips will be covered by the 
AUC. 

 

5. EXPECTED PROFILE OF CONSULTANT 
 
The consultant must have: 



 
 
 

5 

 

 Proven and demonstrable relevant experience of not less than 10 years, including 
demonstrable experience in taking a lead role in monitoring and evaluating 
projects/programmes, conducting strategic analysis; 

 Demonstrated (previous) experience in carrying out regional/continental reviews 
and research analyses;  

 A Postgraduate degree in demography, statistics, policy and data analysis, or other 
related field; and  

 Be fluent in English and/or French 
 
6. RESPONSE TO CALL FOR PROPOSAL 

 
6.1 Technical Proposal not exceeding 6 pages on:  

 An understanding and interpretation of the TOR 

 Methodology to be used in undertaking the assignment 

 Time and activity schedule 

 Consultant’s daily rate in USD$ 
 

6.2 Organizational and personnel Capacity Statement 

 Relevant experience related to the assignment (include samples of two most 
recent similar works and/or references for the same)  

 Contracts of at least 3 organizations previously worked for  

 Curriculum vitae of the consultant 
 

7. SUBMISSION OF PROPOSAL 
 
Interested and qualified consultants should submit their application, including financial 
proposal with daily fee, CV and cover letter to the Director of Social Affairs – 
MaiyegunO@africa-union.org, copying Thundun@africa-union.org and 
Kennetho@africa-union.org  
 
8. DEADLINE OF THE SUBMISSION 
 
Date: 29 July 2016 

 
9. EVALUATION AND AWARD OF CONSULTANCY 

 
AUC DSA and UNICEF will evaluate the proposals and award the contract based on 
technical and financial feasibility.  
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